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REMARKS 

Claims 8 and 10-21 are pending in this application. 

The support for the claim amendment is as follows: Claim 8: (p.35, lines 6-11). 
The applicants respectfully submit that no new matter has been added. 

Claims 8 and 10-21 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Matayabas 
(WO 98/29499). (Office Action p.2) 

The Applicants are now claiming adding a dispersion of layered phyllosilicate and water 
continuously or successively at a rate of 0.01 to 10.0 parts by weight per minute based on 100 parts by 
weight of the component having low polymerization degree of the thermoplastic polyester resin. Nowhere 
is this step disclosed in Matayabas. 

As discussed in the previously submitted response, Matayabas does not specifically 
disclose the preparation process of the claimed invention which comprises mixing a dispersion of 
layered phyllosilicate and water with pre-polymer, and therefore the effect obtained therefrom could 
not possibly be suggested in Matayabas. This is evident from the Examples of Matayabas. In the 
Examples of Matayabas, a layered phyllosilicate treated with an organic cation compound is used, 
and therefore the condition of the layered phyllosilicate finely dispersed in a polymer can be 
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maintained. In contrast, in Comparative Example 11 to 13 of Matayabas (p.33-34), an untreated 
layered phyllosilicate is used and a layered phyllosilicate is not sufficiently dispersed in a polymer. 

The only independent claim, claim 8, has been limited to the process of mixing a dispersion 
of layered phyllosilicate and water to a pre-polymer, and specifically limited to the process of mixing 
a dispersion continuously or successively to apre-polymer at a specific rate. Since the stability effect 
by using a treating agent cannot be obtained when an untreated layered phyllosilicate is used, a 
layered phyllosilicate cannot be finely dispersed in a polymer by the process comprising mixing a 
dispersion of layered phyllosilicate and water at one time to pre-polymer and then removing water. 

Because step (B) of claim 8 is nowhere disclosed in Matayabas, it is impossible for the 
reference to anticipate the invention as now claimed. Therefore the rej ection under 3 5 USC § 1 02(b) 
is overcome. Without additional disclosure, Matayabas also cannot logically suggest the claimed 
rate of adding a dispersion of layered phyllosilicate and water continuously or successively at the rate 
ofO.Ol to 10.0 parts by weight. Therefore the invention as now claimed is also not suggested by Matayabas 
alone. 

The Applicants respectfully urge the Examiner to reconsider the rejection and pass all claims to issue 
at the earliest convenience. 
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In view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks, the claim, as amended, are 

in condition for allowance, which action, at an early date, is requested. 

If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the Examiner 
is requested to contact Applicants undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated below to arrange 
for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicants respectfully petition for an appropriate 
extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other fees which may be 
due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JAM/rk 

Atty. Docket No. 011268 
Suite 1000 
1725 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 659-2930 
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